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1 Health Care

General information on health care

Belarus has a centralized health care
system predominantly funded and
managed by the state. Medical services
are provided through public health care
institutions. Private clinics also exist and
offer paid services. Citizens of Belarus are
entitled to free basic medical care funded
through the state budget and mandatory
health insurance system. This includes:

+ Emergency medical care
Primary health care (at polyclinics
and outpatient centers)
Inpatient care in hospitals
Some diagnostic and preventive
services

There is no private health insurance
system comparable to Western models.
However, Belarus has a growing
sector of private medical centers and
clinics, especially in major cities. These
institutions offer a wide range of paid
services, including diagnostics, specialist
consultations, dental care, and outpatient
surgery. Services are paid directly by
patients, and prices are usually listed
on the clinic websites. Citizens may pay
out-of-pocket for services notincluded in
the guaranteed package or opt for faster
and higher-comfort service via private
providers. Private care is often used for
second opinions, convenience, or shorter
wait times.

Availability of medical facilities and
doctors

Medical facilities are widely available
throughout Belarus, with a well-
developed network of urban and rural
health institutions. Urban areas have

more specialized services and better
equipment, while rural areas rely on
district hospitals and rural health posts.

Main authority contact:

Ministry of Health of the Republic of
Belarus

URL: http://minzdrav.gov.by

Tel: +375 (17) 222-70-56

Email: minzdrav@minzdrav.gov.by

Admission to medical facilities

Patients should first contact their local
polyclinic at the place of residence.
Admission typically requires a passport
or national ID. Medical care is generally
provided within the framework of the
patient’s registered residence. For
specialized care, a referral from a general
practitioner is required. Hospitals can be
chosen freely in most cases, but waiting
times and availability may vary.

Availability and costs of medication

Most essential medications are
available in pharmacies across the
country. Prices vary and are partially
regulated. Some medications are free
or subsidized for specific groups (e.g.,
people with disabilities, chronic diseases,
or pensioners). Others must be paid
for out-of-pocket. Prescriptions from
certified doctors are required for most
medications.
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Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements: All
Belarusian citizens, including return-
ees, have access to the public health
care system. There is no need for
additional health insurance registra-
tion upon return. Basic health services
are provided free of charge as part of
the state-guaranteed benefits. Families
and children are automatically covered
under the same system. There are no
special restrictions, but access to ser-
vices is tied to official registration at the
place of residence.

Children under 18 and pregnant women
receive full coverage for most medi-
cal services. Vulnerable groups (e.g.,
persons with disabilities, pensioners)
are also eligible for subsidized or free
medication.

Registration procedure: Returnees
must register at their local residence
(place of permanent or temporary
stay) through the Citizenship and
Migration Department or through the
Unified State Portal (www.portal.gov.
by). Once registered, they are automat-
ically eligible for free public health care.
There is no need to apply separately for
health insurance. To access care, the
returnee must visit their local polyclinic
and complete a short patient file. From
that point, they can receive care in the
district’s public health system.

Required documents:

o Belarusian passport or national ID
Registration of place of residence
(temporary or permanent)

For children: birth certificate +
proof of Belarusian citizenship

For minors and dependents: docu-
ments confirming relationship and
legal guardianship (if applicable)



2 Labour Market

General information on labour market

Belarus has a relatively well-educated
labour force, with a significant share
employed in industry, public admin-
istration, education, health care, and
agriculture. The labour market is regu-
lated by the Labour Code of the Republic
of Belarus.

Key sectors:

+ Industry (manufacturing, machinery,
chemicals)
Agriculture and food processing
Transport and logistics

+ ITandtelecommunications (growing
sector)
Health care and education (public
sector)

In 2024, the average monthly salary was
approximately 1,800 BYN (=530 EUR), but
itvaries significantly by region and indus-
try. Salaries are higher in Minsk and in
the IT sector.

The official unemployment rate remains
low (around 3-4%), but underemploy-
ment and informal employment are more
common, especially in rural areas.

Finding employment
Employment can be sought via public
employment services or private agencies.

Public service:

+  State Employment Service (under
the Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection)

Regional and local Employment
Centers

Useful websites:
National job portal: www.gszn.gov.
by

Private job platforms:
www.rabota.by
www.praca.by

Job seekers can receive support through
consultations, vacancy databases, career
guidance, and training referrals.

Unemployment assistance

Governmental unemployment assis-
tance is available but limited in size and
duration.

Supportincludes:

Small monthly allowance (#15-20
EUR depending on region and
status)

+  Assistanceinjob search and referral
Access to free professional training
courses

Main responsible authority:

Ministry of Labour and Social Protection
of the Republic of Belarus

Website: www.mintrud.gov.by

Recommended Steps During a Job
Search:

Active job seeking

Regular attendance at the
Employment Center

Acceptance of suitable job offers or
training

Further education and training

The State Employment Service offers
free short-term vocational training and
retraining courses (up to 6 months) for
unemployed persons in occupations in
demand.

Popular fields include:
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Construction and repair work

Hairdressing and cosmetology
+ Accounting and bookkeeping

Computer and IT skills

Information and registration are han-
dled through the local Employment
Centers. Candidates are selected based
on regional labor market needs and
motivation.

Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements:
Returnees who are Belarusian citizens
are eligible for all public employment
services and assistance. They must
register as unemployed at the local
Employment Center in their district. No
special status is required beyond proof
of citizenship and residence.

Registration procedure: The returnee
should visit the local Employment
Center and submit the required docu-
ments. After registration, the individual
can receive job search assistance,
attend training programs, or receive
unemployment allowance (if eligible).

Required documents:

o Belarusian passport
Proof of residence (registration at
local address)
Employment history (if available)
Education certificates/diplomas



3 Housing

General information on housing

Housing in Belarus is available in both
urban and rural areas, with greater demand
inlarge cities like Minsk, Brest, and Grodno.

Rental costs vary significantly depending

on the region and type of housing.
Average monthly rent (2025):

- One-bedroom apartment in Minsk: 800-

1,100 BYN (= 250-340 EUR)

- Other regional cities (e.g., Brest, Gomel,

Grodno): 500-700 BYN (= 150-215 EUR)

- Rural areas: 500 BYN (=~ 150 EUR)
Average monthly utility costs (elec-
tricity, heating, water, gas, etc.):

- 100-150 BYN (=30-45 EUR) for a
standard apartment

Apartments in the private market are avail-
able but may require upfront payment for
1-2 months in advance. Public housing
stock exists, but access is limited and typi-
cally subject to long waiting periods.

Finding accommodation

Housing can be found through real estate
agencies or online platforms. There is no
centralized public platform for housing, but
many regional offices may provide bulletin
boards or listings.
Key websites for rental listings:
. www.kvarta.by
. www.realt.by
www.domovita.by
www.onliner.by
. www.kufar.by (classifieds section)
Private real estate agents are common
but charge a fee (usually 50-100% of one
month's rent).

Social grants for housing

Belarus has limited social housing pro-
grams. Subsidized housing or financial
support may be available for:

+ Low-income families
Large families (3+ children)
Orphans and individuals with
disabilities
People affected by Chernobyl
The procedure is long-term, and access is
managed by local executive committees.
Applicants must be officially registered and
meet regional eligibility criteria.

Documents typically required:
Belarusian passport
Certificate of family composition
Proof ofincome, Proof of registration/
residence, Documents confirming
eligibility

Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements: There are
no state-run temporary arrival centers for
returnees. Vulnerable groups (e.g., sur-
vivors of trafficking, domestic violence,
or homelessness) may access shelters
operated by NGOs or religious organiza-
tions in some regions.

Registration procedure: Returnees in
need of social housing must apply at the
local housing department of the district
executive committee. The application is
reviewed based on residence, income,
and vulnerability status.

Requwed documents:
Belarusian passport
Temporary or permanent residence
registration
Application form, Proof of income
or lack thereof
Justification for needing housing
(e.g., return from abroad, home-
lessness, vulnerable status)

3 Housing
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Social welfare system

Formally, all Belarusian citizens have
equal access to healthcare, education,
pensions, and social services. However,
vulnerable groups often face systemic
barriers, such as: Bureaucratic complex-
ity in obtaining social benefits; Lack of
awareness of available support services;
Social stigma, especially for people with
mental health disorders or disabilities;
Limited infrastructure in rural areas;
Inadequate funding for social programs
and specialized care services. Vulnerable
individuals can access support through a
combination of government institutions
and civil society organizations. Key stake-
holders include:

Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection - main body for disabil-
ity pensions, care allowances, and
social housing

Territorial Centers of Social Services
- provide home care, psychological
and legal assistance, supportfor the
elderly and disabled

Ministry of Health - provides psychi-
atric care, rehabilitation programs
NGOs and international
organizations

Pension system

The pension system in Belarus is based
on a state-run pay-as-you-go model. Itis
administered by the Ministry of Labour
and Social Protection and financed pri-
marily through mandatory contributions
by employers and employees to the
Social Protection Fund. The system pro-
vides several types of pensions:

Old-age pension: The most common
type, granted upon reaching the
statutory retirement age and with
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sufficient insurance record.

Disability pension: Available for indi-
viduals with confirmed permanent or
long-term incapacity for work.

Survivor's pension: Granted to family
members (e.g., children, spouse) of
a deceased insured person.

Social pension: Non-contributory,
provided to those who do not meet
the minimum requirements for
an insurance-based pension (e.g.,
elderly without sufficient work
history).

The pension amount depends on the
average monthly earnings during the
person’s work history, the length of the
insurance period, and a formula defined
by the government. Pensions are indexed
annually based on wage growth and
inflation.

Since 2017, Belarus has been gradu-
ally increasing the retirement age by 6
months each year:

+ By 2024: Men - 63 years, Women -
58 years

Belarus has not implemented a funded
(private) pension system. The state
pension remains the main source of
retirement income.

Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements:
Returnees are eligible if they:
+  Are Belarusian citizens
Have documented work history
(including foreign employment if
recognized)
Meet the age and insurance record
requirements

Vulnerable groups

InBelarus, particular groups are regarded

as socially sensitive and are provided with

targeted state support due to potential
difficulties in accessing key services.

These groups include:

+  Elderly persons, especially those
living alone or without family support
Persons with disabilities, including
physical, sensory, intellectual, and
mental health conditions
Women, especially single mothers,
victims of domestic violence, and
unemployed women in rural areas

+ Children from disadvantaged fami-
lies, including orphans and children
with special needs
Low-income households

Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements: Returnees
from vulnerable groups (e.g., persons
with disabilities, elderly, women with chil-
dren) are eligible for assistance on the
same basis as resident citizens.
Registration procedure: Application at
local social protection offices or com-
munity social service centers.
Required documents:
o Passport (ID)
Proof of vulnerability (e.g., medi-
cal certificate for disability, income
statements)
Registration at place of residence

Registration procedure: Returnees must
apply at the local branch of the Social
Protection Fund or public service center.
Required documents:

Passport (ID)

Employment history (labour book)

Proof of insurance record
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General information on education

The education system in Belarus is
centrally managed by the Ministry of
Education and is based on the principle
of universal and free access to general
education for all citizens. Education is
structured into five main levels:

Preschool education (ages 1-6)
-Preschool (kindergarten) is not manda-
tory but widely used, especially in urban
areas. It includes both nurseries and
kindergartens and focuses on early child-
hood development. Programs generally
run part-day or full-day and are provid-
ed through public or private institutions.
While attendance is not compulsory, ap-
proximately 90% of children aged 3-6
attend preschool.

General secondary education:

+  Primaryeducation (grades 1-4, ages
6-10)
Basic education (grades 5-9, ages
10-15)
Upper secondary education (grades
10-11, ages 15-17) or vocation-
al-technical education

Vocational and secondary specialized

education:

- Offeredthrough vocational colleges
and technical schools, this education
is aimed at providing practical skills
andis available aftergrade 9 or 11. 1t
may include general education sub-
jects, allowing graduates to pursue
higher education afterward.

Higher education - Belarus has over 50
state and private universities, academies,
and institutes.

Postgraduate and continuing education

- Includes PhD, advanced training, and
retraining for professionals. Continuing
education is encouraged through
state-sponsored programs.
Compulsory education applies up to
grade 9 or age 15. After that, students
may choose to complete upper secondary
education or pursue vocational training.
Thereis a sufficient number of schools in
urban areas. In rural areas, while access
to schools exists, some remote villages
have limited facilities, and children may
need to travel longer distances or use
transportation services provided by local
authorities. All-day care for children is
available in most urban kindergartens
and some primary schools, though ca-
pacity is often limited. In rural areas, such
care is less consistently available.

Cost, loans, and stipends

General education (grades 1-11) in public
schools is free of charge for Belarusian
citizens. This includes instruction, school
building use, and teacher salaries.
However, families often cover the costs
of:
+ School supplies (notebooks, pens,
etc.)
Textbooks (partially provided by the
school; full set may require rental or
purchase)
School uniforms (optional but
common)
+ Meals (subsidized, but not always
free)

Children from low-income families or
vulnerable groups may receive targeted
assistance with supplies and school meals
through social protection programs.

Higher education is available both on a
free (state-funded) and paid basis. Free
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education is provided to students with

high academic performance based on na-

tional entrance exam results (Centralized

Testing).

Scholarships/Stipends:

+  State-funded students receive
monthly stipends (modest financial
aid).

Additional social scholarships are
available for students from low-in-
come or vulnerable families.

+ Requirements include full-time en-
rollment, academic performance,
and documented social status.

Approval and verification of foreign
diplomas

Foreign diplomas, academic certificates,
and other educational documents can
be recognized in the Republic of Belarus
for academic or professional purposes.
The recognition process is carried out by
the Document Recognition Centre atthe
Republican Institute of Higher Education
(RIHE), which operates under the super-
vision of the Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Belarus. An application may
be submitted in person by the applicant
or by an authorized representative at the
RIHE office. It is also possible to apply
online viathe official website. RIHE sends
inquiries to foreign educational institu-
tions or authorized bodies to verify the
authenticity of the submitted documents.
Based on the results of the evaluation,
the Ministry of Education issues either a
certificate of recognition or a reasoned
refusal.

If the decision is positive, the document
may be officially used in Belarus for fur-
ther education or employment purposes.
A processing fee is required for the rec-
ognition procedure. As of 2024, the fee

ranges from BYN 100 to 120 (EUR 30 - 35),
depending on the level and complexity
of the case. In addition, translations into
Belarusian or Russian and notarization of
foreign documents are mandatory and
must be arranged (and paid) separate-
ly by the applicant. Original documents
and copies are required for submission.
Belarus has bilateral or multilateral
agreements on mutual recognition of
academic degrees with several countries,
including Russia, Kazakhstan, Armenia,
and otherswithin the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU). In such cases, the process
is simplified or automatic recognition
may apply, provided the documents are
valid and issued by an accredited insti-
tution. Degrees from non-agreement
countries (e.g., EU, USA, or other regions)
are subject to standard evaluation, and
recognition is possible, though it may in-
volve more extensive review.

Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements:
Returnees who are Belarusian
citizens have the same access to
public education and scholarship
programs as resident citizens.
Children of returnees can be enrolled
in public schools without fees. Youths
and adults returning from abroad
may apply for vocational or higher
education programs on a competitive
basis. Scholarships are awarded on
academic merit, and additional social
support is available for those from
low-income or vulnerable families.
Costs for textbooks and meals may be
covered through local social assistance
programs in some cases.
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Registration procedure: Preschool
and school: Apply at the local
education department or directly at
the institution.

Higher  education: Register for
Centralized Testing, apply to selected
universities  through a  unified
admission campaign.

Required documents:
Passport of the child or parent/
legal guardian
Birth certificate (for children)
Medical certificate (for preschool/
school admission)
Document confirming residence
(for school district assignment)
Certificate or transcript from the
last school attended (if abroad -
with translation and notarization)
For higher education: Centralized
Testing results, previous diploma
(if applicable)
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General situation of children and infants

Belarus has ratified the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child and enshrines
the protection of children’s rights in its
national legislation. The overall child
rights situation is relatively stable, with
most children having access to free
education and healthcare. The Law on
the Rights of the Child guarantees non-
discrimination, access to basic services,
and protection from abuse or neglect.
The general living conditions for children
are adequate in urban areas and
moderately sufficient in rural regions.
Most children have access to clean water,
food, shelter, and medical care. However,
the social and economic background of
parents can strongly influence children’s
access to additional opportunities —
such as extracurricular education, private
tutoring, or enriched medical care.

Children from low-income families, rural
areas, or with special needs may face
barrlers such as:
Limited access to specialized
healthcare (e.g., mental health
services or rehabilitation)
Under-resourced schools in remote
areas
Financial burden on families for
supplies, clothing, or transportation
The government implements
national child health programs that
include:
Routine immunizations (free and
mandatory)
Regular medical checkups through
schools and kindergartens
Mother and Child Program - focuses
on prenatal, neonatal, and early
childhood care
Social support programs for children
with disabilities, large families, and

children in difficult life situations
There is also state guardianship and child
protection system in place to monitor
child welfare, intervene in cases of abuse
or neglect, and provide temporary or
permanent foster care or institutional
care if necessary.

(Non-) governmental actors dealing
with children’s well-being and rights

Several governmental and non-
governmental actors are involved in child
welfare and rights protection:
Govemmental bodies:
Ministry of Education - responsible
for preschool and school education,
development programs for children
Ministry of Health - manages child
healthcare services and vaccination
programs
Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection - oversees child welfare
programs, disability support, and
family benefits
Local child protection departments -
operate atdistrict level and intervene
in cases of neglect or abuse
Non-governmental and international
organizations:
SOS Children’s Villages Belarus -
supports children without parental
care and vulnerable families
Belarusian Red Cross Society -
implements health and psychosocial
programs for children
Caritas Belarus - runs child welfare
and support projects, especially in
socially disadvantaged families
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Access for returnees

Eligibility and requirements: Children
returning to Belarus as citizens
are entitled to the same rights
and services as other children. No
special legal barriers apply to their
access to education or healthcare.
However, some bureaucratic steps
may be necessary depending on their
situation abroad.

Key requirements may include:

+  Translation and legalization of
foreign birth certificates
Registration at the local civil
registry office to obtain a
Belarusian birth certificate if born
abroad

+  Vaccination records - children
must comply with the national

immunization schedule
for kindergarten or school
enrollment

Health check-up - medical

examination is required before
attending kindergarten or school

Registration procedure: Upon return,
the following steps are typically
necessary:

1. Register at the local residence
through the Citizenship and
Migration Department

2.  Register the child at the local
polyclinic to access pediatric and
vaccination services

3. Enroll the child in kindergarten
or school (depending on age

and availability) - schools
usually assign children based on
residence

4. Undergo a medical check-up
at the child’'s designated clinic
before kindergarten or school
admission

There are no specific deadlines, but it
is recommended to begin registration
procedures shortly after return to
avoid delays in school placement or
vaccination compliance.

Required documents:

+ Child's passport or birth
certificate (with notarized
translation if issued abroad)

o Parent's passport and proof of
residence registration

Medical/vaccination records
(translated and certified if issued
abroad)

Previous school or kindergarten
certificates (if applicable, for
placement in appropriate grade)
Medical  certificate from a
Belarusian clinic for school/
kindergarten admission
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7 Contacts

Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection of the Republic of
Belarus

Pensions, social assistance,
support for vulnerable groups
Reception Office, 23/2 ave.
Pobediteley, 220004 Minsk
+375 17 306 37 97, http://www.
mintrud.gov.by

Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Belarus
Publichealth, healthcare access,
vaccination programs
Department for Medical
Assistance Organization, 39
Myasnikova St., 220048 Minsk
+375 17 222 70 33, http://www.
minzdrav.gov.by

Department of Citizenship and
Migration (Ministry of Internal
Affairs)

Registration of returnees, re-
sidence permits, citizenship
services, Reception Office for
Citizens, 4 Gorodskoy Val St.
220030 Minsk, 37517218 52 64
http://mvd.gov.by

Ministry of Education of the
Republic of Belarus
Education system, access to
schools and kindergartens, di-
ploma recognition

Reception Office, 9 Sovetskaya
St., 220010 Minsk, +375 17 200
9410, http://www.edu.gov.by

SOS Children’s Villages Belarus
Support for children without
parental care and vulnerable
families

Reception Office, 7a
Voronyanskogo St., 220005
Minsk, +375 17 37582 70
http://www.sos-villages.by
+37517 2227033

International Organization for
Migration
Horny zavulak 3, Minsk, Minskaja
voblas¢ 220005, Belarus +375 17
288-27-42

RepublicanInstitute of Higher
Education (RIHE)

Recognition of foreign educa-
tional documents, Document
Recognition Centre, 15
Moskovskaya St., 220007 Minsk,
Belarus, +37517 228 1313
enicbelarus@nihe.by, https://
nihe.by

Belarusian Red Cross Society
Humanitarian assistance, pro-
vision of medical and social
assistance, Reception Office
35 K. Marksa St., 220030 Minsk
+375 17 263 84 17, http://www.
redcross.by, +375 17222 70 33
http://www.minzdrav.gov.by
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Measures to be undertaken before
return

+  Documents: Collect and trans-
late into Russian all important
documents: birth certificates
(for children), marriage/divorce
certificates, diplomas, vaccina-
tion records, medical reports,
and employment history.

*  Education: Bring school cer-
tificates and transcripts for
children and adults. Include
notarized translations.

+  Vaccination: Check and update
vaccinations, especially for
children (required for school/
kindergarten).

* Medical: Request copies of
medical history, disability doc-
uments (if applicable), and
chronic disease prescriptions.

*« Accommodation: Search for
temporary accommodation
before arrival (rental, relatives,
or short-term stay).

*  Recognition of qualifications:
Prepare to submit foreign diplo-
mas for recognition in Belarus
(with certified translations).

+ Social status: Collect proof of
low income, disability, or other
vulnerable status for future
assistance.

Measures to be undertaken imme-
diately upon arrival

+ Residence registration:
Register place of residence with
the Citizenship and Migration
Department (passport +
rental contract or ownership
document).

+ Healthcare: Register at local
polyclinic; complete patient
file to access free medical care;
submit vaccination documents.

*  Children: Submit translated
birth certificate; register chil-
dren at polyclinic; apply for
kindergarten or school based
on residence; complete med-
ical check-up.

*  Education: Contact local edu-
cation department or schoals;
submit academic documents;
apply for Centralized Testing
for higher education access.

+  Employment: Register at the
local Employment Center for
job assistance or training;
bring ID, proof of residence,
and education/work history.

*  Pensions: Visit the local Social
Protection Fund office; submit
ID, work history, and proof of
insurance record.

+ Social assistance: Apply for
support at the local Social
Protection Office if eligible
(e.g., low-income, disability,
single-parent family).



